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Novel with angels and Moldavians 



"As usually, the Romanian was the last to get before God, when He had already finished giving away all His gifts, so the only things He could give him were the ballad Miorita and a piece of wire that somehow got there and He told him: well, I'm sorry for you, you have a kind heart, but this is all that's left of all the gifts I had in store. I don't know whether Miorita will be of any good to you, except only when you'll feel lonely and start singing your blues. But I know this piece of wire will help you out of a lot of troubles and hardships, and when your sons have no other choice they will tie everything with a piece of wire and so all the things that the German, the British, the Israeli, the Greek, the French or anybody else won't be able to make work will be of use to your sons and everything the above-mentioned are going to throw away as useful or worn out things, your sons will take and use as if they were new and good". I quoted from the allegory "Romanians and the wire", authored by a shoemaker stuck in a lift in a block of flats in Bacau town, the main character of the novel "Simion Liftnicul" - a novel with angels and Moldavians, written by Petru Cimpoesu. I think this is the nicest book about Romania during the transition period written since Ceausescu's fall. All the literature kept hidden in the back of the drawers and all the twisted novels aiming to object against communism do not manage to convey as much as this gentle mirror embodied by Petru Cimpoesu's novel. With all due respect for the top literary figures of our time, I must say that Petru Cimpoesu's book is by far one of the closest to the beauty of a piece of jewelry. His gentleness doubled by lyricism, his lenient irony, his innocent and wistful sense of humour and his Mihail Bulgakov-sort of understanding of the Romanian soul make this "novel with angels and Moldavians" a reference book of our time. Ioan Stoica, Emil Constantinescu, "Evenimentul zilei", Ion Iliescu, Horia Roman Patapievici, The Party of The Undecided, PHARE, "Desteptarea" newspaper in Bacau town, Corina Chiriac, Petre Roman, the national TV station and the BBC appear in this novel as characters, as shadows, or as legends of the Romanians. This novel (the sixth book) presented by the writer living in Bacau (who's an engineer at an oil company in Moldavia) brings to the public attention a name without much resonance in the domestic literary life. "Simion Liftnicul" is also a literary experiment against the background of the new book market in Romania. Instead of twisted characters, elaborate, abstruse and impossible to read speeches, instead of heroes the writer himself couldn't possibly understand, Petru Cimpoesu has come up with a novel that can be read on a rail journey, holiday, but could also be studied by literary critics. It's a history document, a romance story, a piece of Romanian life minutely depicted by a smiling painter, it's also a sort of philosophical thinking you can call "sweet naivety", but also deep reflection typical of all art masterpieces.
Against the background of the permanent lament of the literary world still on its quest for a place in the market economy, Petru Cimpoesu seems to be the first writer to reconcile art and transition and his novel "Simion Liftnicul" is an exceptional apparition on the book market. If verdicts passed by eternity are a more complicated matter, readers can pass one verdict alone: they have a hell of a good book!

Roman cu ingeri si moldoveni 


"Romanul a ajuns, ca de obicei, la urma, cind Dumnezeu terminase de impartit darurile, asa ca nu i-a mai putut da decit Miorita si o bucata de sirma ce se nimerise nu stiu cum pe-acolo, zicindu-i: "Iaca, imi pare rau de tine, ca ai o inima buna, dar numai atit a mai ramas din toate darurile pregatite. Miorita nu stiu daca o sa-ti foloseasca la ceva, decit cind te-o lua uritul s-ai incepe sa cinti a jale. In schimb, stiu ca bucatica asta de sirma o sa te scoata din multe necazuri si din tot felul de nevoi, iar fiii tai, cind nu vor avea incotro, vor lega orice cu o bucatica de sirma si astfel lucrurile care la neamt, sau la englez, sau la evreu, sau la grec, sau la frantuz, sau la oricine altcineva n-ar mai merge nici in ruptul capului, fiilor tai le vor fi de folos, si tot ce aceia vor arunca, fiind lucru invechit si nefolositor, ei vor aduna si vor folosi ca si cum ar fi nou si bun"". Am citat din pilda Sirma la romani, pilda lasata de un cizmar inchis in liftul blocului din Bacau, personaj principal in romanul Simion Liftnicul - roman cu ingeri si moldoveni, de Petru Cimpoesu. Nu cred sa se fi scris in acesti ani, de dupa caderea lui Nicolae Ceausescu, o carte mai frumoasa despre Romania tranzitiei. Tot ce a dat literatura romana de sertar, toate romanele contorsionate care si-au propus sa cirteasca la adresa comunismului nu reusesc a spune cit aceasta oglinda blajina, intruchipata de romanul lui Petru Cimpoesu. Cu tot respectul pentru marimile literare ale momentului, marturisesc ca scriitura lui Petru Cimpoesu e de departe una dintre cele mai apropiate de frumusetea unei bijuterii. O bunatate dublata de lirism, o ironie ingaduitoare, un umor nevinovat si trist si o intelegere ca de Mihail Bulgakov a sufletului romanesc fac din acest "roman cu ingeri si moldoveni" una dintre cartile de referinta ale acestor ani. Ioan Stoica, Emil Constantinescu, "Evenimentul zilei", Ion Iliescu, Horia Roman Patapievici, Partidul Nehotaritilor, PHARE, ziarul "Desteptarea" din Bacau, Corina Chiriac, Petre Roman, TVR si BBC defileaza, ba ca personaje, ba ca umbre, ba ca "mituri" ale romanilor. Romanul acesta (a sasea carte a scriitorului din Bacau,inginer la o exploatare petrolifera prin Moldova) impune in atentia publicului un nume altfel destul de discret in viata noastra literara. Simion Liftnicul e si un exercitiu literar in noul context al pietei romanesti de carte. In locul personajelor alambicate, a discursurilor complicate, absconse, ilizibile, in locul eroilor pe care nici autorul nu-i mai poate descifra, Petru Cimpoesu propune un roman ce poate fi citit in tren, in vacanta, dar si studiat de critica literara. E si document despre epoca, e si poveste romantioasa, e si viata romaneasca, descrisa cu migala de pictor zimbitor, e si filozofie despre care poti zice "deh, ce dulce naivitate", dar si meditatie profunda, demna de orice capodopera. 
Intr-o jelanie continua a lumii literare, aflata inca pe drumul cautarilor spre un loc in economia de piata, Petru Cimpoesu pare a fi primul care impaca arta cu tranzitia, reusind, prin Simion Liftnicul, un eveniment editorial. Daca verdictele eternitatii sint mai complicate, cel al cititorului nu poate fi decit unul simplu. Are parte de o carte pe cinste! 
